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REMARKS 

Claims 13-24 are pending. The specification and the independent claims 13, 20, 
21 , 22, and 24 have been amended. 

On page 2, the current Office Action objects to the specification because it lacks 
a reference to a priority claim. The specification has been amended in a way that 
obviates the objection, tt can be noted that this Amendment has inserted substantially 
the same language that the Utility Patent Application Transmittal Letter filed with this 
application asked to be included by preliminary amendment. 

The claims stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) for obviousness over a 
combination of U.S. Patents No. 6,542,436 to Mylryla ("Mylryla") and No. 5,872,743 to 
Maxwell fMaxweH M ) t either by themselves or with U.S. Patent No. 6,547,620 to 
Hatamura et a). ("Hatamura"). Applicant has amended the independent claims to clarify 
a feature that is neither disclosed nor suggested by the cited patents. Accordingly, , 
these rejections should be reconsidered and withdrawn at least because no 
combination of the cited patents discloses all of the features recited in the claims and 
thus the cited documents fail to support a prima facie case of obviousness against the 
amended claims. 

Among other things, Applicant's claim 13 as amended, for example, recites as 
follows: 

"correlating means for correlating a control signal received directly by the 
microphone and a control signal reflected from a user of the telephone 
and then received by the microphone for determining a distance between 
the telephone and the user based on a known direct distance between the 
microphone and the loudspeaker, wherein a difference between a time of 
receipt of the directly received control signal and a time of receipt of the 
reflected control signal corresponds to the determined distance between 
the telephone and the user". 
As so defined, the invention uses the distance and the time for a signal to be 
transmitted between the speaker and the microphone to compare with the transmission 
time of a signal that is reflected by a user before it reaches the microphone. The 
difference in time corresponds to the distance between the phone and the user, and the 
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parameters of the output signal from speaker are adapted accordingly. This operation 
is described at page 7, line 19, to page 8, line 13, of the specification, among other 
places. 

None of the cited documents teaches or suggests such operation. Myllyla uses 
the difference in amplitude between the emitted signal and the reflected signal to 
determine the distance. Maxwell, at coL 4, II. 26-48, describes starting a timer when an 
original signal is received at the microphone and stopping the timer when the reflected 
signal is received. Nevertheless, Maxwell says nothing about also using the 
transmission time for the direct signal sent from the speaker to the microphone, as 
recited by Applicants amended claims. Hatamura says nothing at all about this manner 
of operation. 

Since at least one feature recited in Applicants amended claims is neither 
disclosed nor suggested by the cited patents, it is believed the claims are patentable 
over the cited documents. It is further believed that this application is in condition for 
allowanoe. If the Examiner has any questions, the undersigned attorney may be 
telephoned at the number given below. The Examiner may note that a Change of 
Correspondence Address is filed on the same day as this Amendment. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Filed October 7, 2004 




Registration No. 32,596 

Potomac Patent Group PLLC 
P.O. Box 855 
McLean, VA 22101 
Tel: 919 677 9591 



8 



PAGE 9/14 * RCVD AT 10/7/2004 2:40:46 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 * DNlS:8729306 * CSID:+1 919 677 1298 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-26 



